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offer a privileged resolution and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 154 

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be, and is hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committee of the House of 
Representatives: 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE: Mrs. Kirk-
patrick. 

Mr. JEFFRIES (during the reading). 
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution be considered as 
read and printed in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF SPECIALIST DERRICK AMELI 

(Ms. CRAIG asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. CRAIG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and service of Spe-
cialist Derrick Ameli, a member of the 
Minnesota National Guard from Sav-
age, Minnesota. 

Derrick was a husband, a brother, a 
friend and Guardsman whose service 
honored our community. Tragically, 
Derrick died by suicide last month, 
falling victim to the sometimes fatal 
disease of depression. 

Like any ailment, no one is immune. 
Depression can and does take the very 
best of us. Addressing this epidemic is 
one of the Nation’s most urgent chal-
lenges. But in order to combat this dis-
ease, we must first destigmatize men-
tal health treatment. 

In order to give our neighbors and 
our families the help they deserve, 
they need to feel safe and supported 
asking for treatment. We must begin 
treating mental health as the chronic 
illnesses they can be, for Derrick and 
for so many others who we have lost. 

f 

GOVERNING REQUIRES 
COMPROMISE 

(Mr. MCCARTHY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, Demo-
crats won the House by the slimmest of 
margins in November. In fact, it is the 
slimmest Democrat majority since 
1875, a mere five seats. 31,718 votes are 
what determines the majority. Their 
victory in the other branches was also 
tight, 50/50 on the Senate side. 

Usually, when one party has a tiny 
majority, they recognize that gov-
erning requires compromise. Not this 
majority. 

Less than 2 months into controlling 
the House, despite promising to solve 
problems and restore democracy, 
Democrats have proven that their pri-
mary goal is not governing but griev-
ance, the politics of censorship, not 
common ground. 

In January, they eliminated the mo-
tion to recommit, the last chance for 
the minority to improve legislation, 
without a single Republican vote. It 
will go down in history as the first 
time in the history of this body that a 
majority did that, deny the minority, 
the millions of constituents, their 
voice. 

Already, millions have lost their 
voice in Congress due to the brazen 
partisanship. What Democrats are 
doing this week is even worse. 

Today, they will hold a sub-
committee hearing that will focus on 
broadcasters’ and cable news’ devotion 
to journalistic integrity. This expla-
nation should concern every American. 

It has never been Congress’ role to 
define and enforce journalistic stand-
ards. The First Amendment expressly 
prohibits the government from control-
ling what the press says. 

But Democrats are trying to give 
themselves the power to dictate what 
you can read and watch in your own 
home. And their assault on free speech 
goes beyond today’s disgraceful hear-
ing. 

On Monday, Representatives ESHOO 
and MCNERNEY sent a letter to 12 cable, 
streaming, and satellite companies, es-
sentially threatening them to remove 
‘‘Fox News’’, ‘‘Newsmax’’, and ‘‘One 
America News Network’’ from their 
airways. 

Here is just a quick snapshot of the 
answers they are demanding from the 
carriers: 

‘‘What moral or ethical principles do 
you apply in deciding which channels 
to carry or when to take adverse ac-
tions against a channel?’’ 

‘‘What steps did you take to monitor, 
respond to, and reduce the spread of 
disinformation, including encourage-
ment or incitement of violence by 
channels your company disseminates 
to millions of Americans?’’ 

Then the other question, coming 
from Congress in a majority of a com-
mittee: ‘‘Are you planning to continue 
to carry ‘Fox News’, ‘Newsmax’, ‘One 
America News Network’, both now and 
beyond any contract renewal date? If 
so, why?’’ 

Now, I am not an attorney, but some 
people have asked me, does that reach 
an ethical complaint against these 
Members by using undue influence? 

I don’t know. I guess the Ethics Com-
mittee would have to decide that. 

These are Members of Congress who 
are using their official position to co-
erce and control the information Amer-
icans can watch and access in their 
own homes. They are demanding more 

censorship, more deplatforming, and 
more control of what Americans can 
watch. 

In their letter, Congresswoman 
ESHOO and Congressman MCNERNEY 
suggest that censorship is necessary 
because conservative views are not 
only different, but they are dangerous. 
This is not only false; it is the same 
script used in countries like China to 
silence speech they disagree with. 

Democrats would bring those same 
socialist standards to America, but 
those standards are dangerous, vague, 
and easily abused. They have no place 
here. 

Democrats’ action this week make it 
clear that the greatest threat to free 
speech today is not a law from Con-
gress, which is bound by the First 
Amendment. The greatest threat is 
politicians who bully private compa-
nies to silence dissenting views. 

The sad part is it isn’t only Demo-
crats who have done this. They sent a 
letter to a company of Amazon that 
was created to sell books, to tell them 
not to sell books. 

Lastly, beyond these serious threats 
to free speech, the irony of Democrats’ 
actions this week should not be lost on 
us. For the last 4 years, we were told 
that the greatest danger to free speech 
was President Trump. 

To underscore this accusation, the 
liberal legacy newspaper in Washington 
adopted its first official slogan: ‘‘De-
mocracy dies in darkness.’’ 

As usual, the heated rhetoric from 
the other side was off base—badly. The 
same party that is now worried about 
misinformation rumor mills and con-
spiracy theory hotbeds was com-
fortable with endorsing destructive and 
false narratives for 4 years. 

Back in August, Congresswoman 
ESHOO herself basically alleged that 
the Trump administration was inten-
tionally attacking the U.S. Postal 
Service. She called it election theft 
and a campaign of sabotage. 

How about Congressman ADAM 
SCHIFF? For years, he said he had more 
than circumstantial evidence of Rus-
sian collusion. We all found that to be 
false. Nevertheless, networks like 
‘‘MSNBC’’ continue to perpetuate the 
baseless accusation. I wonder if they 
sent a letter there. 

Or how about our own Speaker 
PELOSI, who said in 2017, ‘‘Our election 
was hijacked. There is no question.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, the American people 
are capable of making decisions about 
how best to live their lives. They de-
serve to decide how to take care of 
their families or open their businesses 
during a pandemic. And they deserve to 
decide to watch the news, judge the in-
formation they choose, and draw their 
own conclusions about its accuracy. 
They need us to trust them, not to try 
to control them. 

If Democrats accepted robust debate, 
they would find that more people 
would trust Washington. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a body that is 
using its power to try to determine 
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what books can be printed, what shows 
can be seen, and what can be said. 

Mr. Speaker, we have debated on this 
floor the things that happen in China. 
And in China, if you try to buy an air-
line ticket you could have the money, 
but they have an app there. And they 
say, first, we have to check. 

They have had people in their own 
press that were told: I am sorry, you 
can’t take the plane. 

Why? 
You have said something that gov-

ernment doesn’t like. You should 
apologize. 

The reporter apologized but the gov-
ernment thought it wasn’t sincere 
enough. 

To me, it is something I would fight 
because I believe in free speech. 

I thought that was farfetched in a 
faraway land. I never thought it would 
be written on paper in the U.S. Con-
gress, and the powerful members of a 
committee that oversees jurisdiction 
would threaten people of why they 
carry a network and will they carry 
that network in the future; and if so, 
why? 

I never thought I would see Members 
of Congress use their power to threaten 
others to go against the First Amend-
ment. 

Mr. Speaker, we will not stand for it, 
nor will the American public. This is 
not a partisan issue; this is a constitu-
tional issue. 

f 

b 1215 

THANKING MEMBERS OF 
NATIONAL GUARD 

(Mrs. BUSTOS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
thank the citizen soldiers and airmen 
of our National Guard for upholding 
their oath to the Constitution. 

Just 1 week after the attack on our 
Capitol, the inauguration of President 
Joe Biden and Vice President KAMALA 
HARRIS was peaceful. That is thanks to 
the 26,700 National Guardsmen and 
-women who answered our Nation’s call 
to serve at this moment of need. 

Their motto is ‘‘Always Ready, Al-
ways There.’’ During the past month, 
their actions have fully embodied that 
motto. 

Like Lieutenant Colonel John Bryk, 
who juggles his commitment to our Na-
tion with his commitment to the stu-
dents he serves in Orland Park School 
District in my home State of Illinois, 
he is one of more than nearly 1,000 Illi-
nois Guardsmen and -women who have 
been deployed to Washington. There 
are still 500 here right now. 

I met with some of them this morn-
ing. I will meet with more of them to-
morrow. Illinois’ sons and daughters, 
who have chosen to serve and protect 
this government body and this sacred 
building, we are stronger for their sac-
rifice, and I thank them for their serv-
ice. 

SUPPORTING NATIONAL RIGHT-TO- 
WORK ACT 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, this week I am reintroducing 
the National Right-to-Work Act with 
over 60 original cosponsors. 

I, along with over 80 percent of the 
American people, believe that every 
worker should have the power to decide 
whether to negotiate for themselves 
with their employer. This bill would 
simply listen to the majority of Amer-
ican workers. 

South Carolina has seen firsthand 
the job creation when we protect free-
doms for American workers. I was 
present for Michelin Tire Corp.’s 
groundbreaking with Governor Jim 
Edwards to develop their largest plant 
in the world. I was with Governor Car-
roll Campbell for the BMW 
groundbreaking in Greer for their larg-
est manufacturing facility. And I was 
with Governor Nikki Haley to see the 
building of Boeing aircraft in Charles-
ton. 

Congratulations to Mark Mix, presi-
dent of the National Right to Work 
Legal Defense Foundation, for his suc-
cess in 27 States. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

EQUALITY ACT WILL BE LIFE- 
CHANGING 

(Ms. JACOBS of California asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACOBS of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in support of the 
Equality Act. 

As the proud sister of a trans brother 
and a gender-nonconforming sibling 
and the proud representative of Hill-
crest, the heart of San Diego’s LGBTQ- 
plus community, this bill is deeply per-
sonal. 

The protections in the Equality Act 
will be life-changing for so many of my 
constituents. 

Mr. Speaker, the first version of this 
bill was filed in 1974, 15 years before I 
was even born. It had one cosponsor 
and never got a vote. But this week, I 
am proud to say we are going to pass 
the Equality Act, cosponsored by the 
entire Democratic Caucus. 

This was made possible by all those 
who marched and protested and raised 
their voices, like San Diego’s own 
Larry Baza. Last week, we lost Larry 
to COVID, and today would have been 
his 77th birthday. Larry demanded jus-
tice and equality and dignity for all. I 
urge my colleagues to support the 
Equality Act. 

f 

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY, JOE 
BERKLICH 

(Mr. STAUBER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Joe Berklich, a World 
War II veteran and Hibbing, Minnesota, 
native, who is celebrating his 100th 
birthday today. 

In 1943, Joe enlisted in the Army and 
courageously served in the Pacific the-
ater until the end of the war. In fact, 
all four of the Berklich brothers were 
proud to serve during our country’s 
time of need. 

Upon returning home, Joe married 
the love of his life, Margaret. He still 
lives in the family home in Hibbing, 
Minnesota, where they raised their 
four children: Michael, Danny, Timmy, 
and Mary. Always a family man, Joe’s 
favorite memories are spending the 
Fourth of July at their cabin on Bear 
Lake and spoiling his grandchildren on 
Christmas Eve. 

After the war, Joe worked for U.S. 
Steel, the Sherman Mine, and Minntac 
in Mountain Iron. He became a fore-
man and also traveled the Nation 
working with vendors of mining equip-
ment. 

In his free time, Joe has been an ac-
tive member of the Hibbing commu-
nity, serving as a Hibbing city coun-
cilor to the president of the Hibbing 
Curling Club. 

Mr. Speaker, members of the Great-
est Generation like Joe Berklich are 
the pride of our communities. As the 
Hibbing community gathers today for a 
drive-by past his house to celebrate 
this major milestone, I am proud to 
stand here on the House floor to thank 
Joe for his service and wish him the 
happiest of birthdays. 

f 

COMMENDING COLD CHAIN 
TECHNOLOGIES 

(Mr. AUCHINCLOSS asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. AUCHINCLOSS. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of President 
Biden’s American Rescue Plan, a crit-
ical tool in the race between vaccines 
and variants. 

My district is home to global leaders 
in the life sciences who are helping to 
win this race. Last week, I visited one 
of them in Franklin, Massachusetts. 

Cold Chain Technologies is at the 
cutting edge of materials science, pro-
ducing insulated packaging to trans-
port and store vaccines and other bio-
logics. They package all of Moderna’s 
vaccines on the critical path of getting 
shots into arms. 

To defeat this pandemic and prevent 
another, we must enact the American 
Rescue Plan and unlock its investment 
in life sciences research, development, 
and manufacturing here in the United 
States. My district is an exemplar of 
the innovation and jobs that are the 
fruits of the life sciences. 
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